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Chairman
Mike Mulvihill

Chairman's 
Chatter

0404 470 623  
mikemulvihill@tpg.com.au

made an invaluable contribution 
to the club during his three years 
in the chair and his hard work and 
dedication has seen the club go from 
strength to strength.  There is no 
doubt that Greg will be a hard act to 
follow.  I am sure you will all join 
me in also thanking Greg for his 
valuable contribution.  

Cameron Blinman has stood down 
as editor of the magazine due to 
work commitments.  Cameron has 
been Editor for several years and 
has greatly enhanced the production 
quality of the magazine – so thank 
you Cameron for your efforts!  
Cameron will continue to serve 
on the Committee as a Committee 
Member while transitioning out 
of the Editor role.  At this stage 
we have been unable to identify a 
suitable replacement, so if you or 
someone you know has the skills 
and interest in becoming our Editor 
please let me know.  Until such 
time as a replacement Editor is 
appointed, I will take over producing 
the magazine and sending out 
notifications of events and updates.

Safe and happy motoring.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

The passion, the pride of ownership, the sheer emotional attachment – no one understands it better than 

Shannons. So when it comes to insurance for your special car, daily drive, bike or even your home, there’s 

only one person you should talk to – a fellow enthusiast at Shannons. And remember, you can pay your 

premium by the month at no extra cost.

   So call Shannons for a                          quote on 13 46 46.

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R
P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

Dear fellow motoring 
enthusiasts,

Welcome to the first edition of the 
BDC Magazine for 2021 and my first 
as Chairman of this great club.  I 
would like to start by thanking those 
members that have stood again for 
the Committee and I look forward 
to working with you in the coming 
year.

As you will see from the calendar 
of events, the Committee has put 
together some new and interesting 
locations for us to visit, with some 
overnight stays. The first is a trip 
to Mollymook on the 27th and 28th 
of February.  The aim this year is 
get even more enjoyment out of 
our cars by some longer and more 
interesting drives.  I have been in 
discussions with Robert Bailey 
from the Victorian BDC and we 
have discussed holding a joint run 
somewhere convenient for both 
clubs. Suggestions to date have 
included Wangaratta, Echuca and 
Albury Wodonga.  Stay tuned for 
further updates.  I’m also planning 
to make contact with the Queensland 
BDC to see if a similar arrangement 
can be made with them.  You don’t 
have to own a Bentley motor car 
to participate in any of the events 
– bring whatever car you like or 
hitch a ride with a fellow member, 
It’s all about inclusion rather than 
exclusion!

In accordance with the club 
constitution, Gregory May stood 
down as Chairman but has agreed 
to continue to serve the club in the 
role of Vice-Chairman.  Greg has 
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As many of you may be aware, 
this is my last Editor’s note; 

I have presided as the Club’s 
Magazine Editor for nearly five 
years now, and I have been fortunate 
enough to have had the opportunity 
to grow and improve the Magazine, 
and the space to be creative. Aiding 
this has been the ongoing support 
of Committee’s past and present, 
of which I am thankful for in full. 

Currently, your Club Chairman will 
be the interim Editor, until a suitable 
replacement for myself can be found.
A special thanks must go to Salvo 
Barbagallo, who assumed the role 
as sub-editor several moons ago. It 
is true that without Sal’s support, 
the Magazine would not be what it 
is today. It must also be noted the 
support Rita Barbagallo has played 
also in a supporting role with the 
Magazine. Mike Mulvihill, Gregory 
May, Barry Ashton, Alan Wellington, 
John Lackey, to mention a few, have 
consistently provided invaluable 
support throughout the years and 
contributed to Magazine content 
and increasing our advertising base, 
critical elements in contributing to 
its success.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

The passion, the pride of ownership, the sheer emotional attachment – no one understands it better than 

Shannons. So when it comes to insurance for your special car, daily drive, bike or even your home, there’s 

only one person you should talk to – a fellow enthusiast at Shannons. And remember, you can pay your 

premium by the month at no extra cost.

   So call Shannons for a                          quote on 13 46 46.

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R
P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

Editor's (final) 
Note

I will still be on the Committee and 
contributing and assisting across 
Club Activities where possible.  

Again, let me take this opportunity 
to thank those mentioned above, 
as well as the Club Members, for 
providing me the opportunity to hold 
the Committee position of Magazine 
Editor for the period that I have – it 
has been a privilege and joy to have 
held this role for as long as I have. 

However, all good things must come 
to an end. I am confident whoever 
success myself as Editor, will be 
able to take the Magazine to even 
great levels of success for the benefit 
of our Members, Advertises and in 
general, the Club. 

Happy reading fellow Members!
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Programme of Events 

Month

February

March

April

May 

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Event

Club Run 

Committee Meeting
Club Run 
General Meeting
Hunter Vally Weekend 
& Gen Meeting

Committee Meeting

General Meeting
Club Concours & 
Gen meeting
Christmas in July
Committee Meeting

General Meeting 

Committee Meeting
All British Day
W O Bentley Birthday 
Lunch
General Meeting
Polo Bentley Cup

Committee Meeting
Blue Mountains Run

Terribly British Day
Christmas Dinner, 
Presentation & 
Gen Meeting

Venue

Mollymook via Nowra 

Nth Ryde RSL
Max Houston Central Mangrove
RACA
Chateau Elan

Nth Ryde RSL

RACA 
RACA Garage & Forecourt

Bundanoon
Nth Ryde RSL

Bentley Sydney

Nth Ryde RSL
Kings School Parramatta
Bowral Brasserie

RACA
Richmond

Nth Ryde RSL
Gardeners Inn Hotel

Canberra
RACA

Date

27 & 28

1st
21st
12th
17-18th

3rd

7th
20th

3 & 4th
5th

2nd

6th
12th
19th

4th
17th

1st
20 & 21st

6th
11th

Event Organiser

Mike Mulvihill

Mike Mulvihill
Rita Barbagallo
Mike Mulvihill
Rita Barbagallo

Mike Mulvihill

Mike Mulvihill
Gregory May

MM with Miles
Mike Mulvihill

Mike Mulvihill

Mike Mulvihill

Mike Mulvihill

Mike Mulvihill
Rita Barbagallo

Mike Mulvihill
Mike Mulvihill

Gregory May
Gregory May
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PH | 61 2 9313 7866   EMAIL | sales@paradisegarage.com.au   WEB | www.paradisegarage.com.au

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E ,  M A I N T E N A N C E  A N D  R E P A I R S  F O R  A L L  M O D E L S .
F A C T O R Y  T R A I N E D  T E C H N I C I A N S .

C O N S I S T E N T L Y  P R E P A R I N G  M U L T I P L E  C O N C O U R S  W I N N I N G  C A R S .

W E  C A N  H E L P  P R O T E C T  Y O U R  I N V E S T M E N T
I N  B E N T L E Y  M O T O R  C A R S .

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E ,  M A I N T E N A N C E  A N D  R E P A I R S  F O R  A L L  M O D E L S .
F A C T O R Y  T R A I N E D  T E C H N I C I A N S .

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E ,  M A I N T E N A N C E  A N D  R E P A I R S  F O R  A L L  M O D E L S .P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E ,  M A I N T E N A N C E  A N D  R E P A I R S  F O R  A L L  M O D E L S .
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Member's Articles
Speed Six

1927  6½ l i t r e  Ben t l ey  TW2703

1927 6½ litre Bentley TW2703 with fitted Speed Six engine LR2798 S and Le Mans sports body; full 
restoration by the late Tony Townsend for Laurie O' Neil circa 1972

Chassis No.: TW2703; Engine No.: LR2798; Reg. No.: YE 3752

The history of the original 
Bentley Company, founded 

in 1919 by W.O. Bentley until 
its demise in 1931 when it was 
taken over by Rolls-Royce under 
somewhat covert circumstances, 
has been the subject of many books 
and documentaries. The reputation 
and sporting successes gained, 
particularly in long distance racing 
was an extraordinary achievement 
for a marque in existence for a mere 
12 years. The introduction of the 6½ 
Litre in 1925 was W.O's entry as a 
competitor in the lucrative town 
carriage market and was seen as a 
direct threat to Rolls-Royce and the 
Phantom I.

 The later introduction of a sporting 
version must have been on W.O's 
mind and along came the Speed 
Six, the most successful sporting 
car made by the company and W.O's 
personal favourite of all his cars.

In 1929 the 24-hour race at Le Mans 
was a Bentley walk-over, the cars 
finishing in the first four places, the 
winning Speed Six known as 'Old 
No. 1' covering no less than 1,767 
miles in 24 hours, an extraordinary 
performance over the appalling road 
surfaces at Le Mans at that time. 
Back in England only two weeks 
later, the same car came first in 
the six-hour race at Brooklands. 
After more successes 'Old No.1', 
which must be the most famous of 
the original factory cars, was fitted 
with a single-seater body and an 
8-litre engine. It was entered for 
the Brookland 500 miles race in 
September 1932 by the brothers 
Jack & Clive Dunfee. It had been 
lapping at 127 mp/h and when Clive 
Dunfee took over he went too high 
on the bank trying to pass another 
competitor, got into difficulties, hit 
a tree and shot over the embarkment. 

Sadly, Clive Dunfee was thrown out 
and died instantly. Bentley cars of 
the vintage period competed with 
great success all over the world 
and continue to do so today. The 
Bentley Drivers Club has branches 
world-wide and regularly organises 
competitive events of all kinds.

This superb Bentley was purchased 
un-restored but complete with its 
factory Speed Six engine from the 
late Tony Townsend of Elmdown 
Engineering fame by the renowned 
Sydney motoring enthusiast, Mr 
Laurie O'Neil in 1971. Townsend 
was then commissioned to provide a 
complete ground up restoration and 
fitment of a Le Mans body accurately 
copied from the original Speed 
Six team car, 'Old No 1', referred 
to above. Illustrating Townsend's 
devotion to accuracy Mr O'Neil, at 
one stage commented that he didn't 

Words & Images by Martin Kass, December 2020.
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like the shape of the front mudguards 
to which Townsend responded that 
they were an exact copy of the team 
car and should remain. In 1971 many 
of the original technicians who 
worked on the original cars were still 
active. 

The mechanical restoration of this 
car was carried out at the end of an 
era when work such as the white-
metalling of bearings was conducted 
by the old hands. Many of these 
skills have subsequently became 
something of a 'lost trade.' Mr O'Neil, 
in a recent interview with Bonhams 
& Goodman, has provided some 
fascinating insights from this period 
of conversations and correspondence 
with Townsend. When Mr O'Neill 
acquired the car Townsend told him 
'the 6½ Litre engine in my car blew 
up in about 1929. 

As it was still under warranty the 
car was sent back to Bentley who 
for reasons unbeknown replaced 
the engine with the genuine factory 
speed Six engine currently in the 
car'. Although there is no further 
evidence for or against this claim, 

there is a record that when the owner 
of TW2703 applied for membership 
of the Bentley Driver's Club in 
England in 1946 this car was fitted 
with its current Speed Six engine.

[Information received after the 
catalogue went to the printer 
confirms that this engine number 
LR2798 also includes the letter, 'S'. 
Records show that the inclusion 
of the letter 'S' suggests that this 
Speed Six engine was fitted by the 
works at Cricklewood. Also recently 
discovered, the records show that the 
1946 application for Bentley Driver's 
Club membership by the then owner 
referred to above included engine 
number LR2798 S].

Mr. O'Neill also said, 'Townsend told 
me, that W.O. Bentley visited him 
(Townsend) on several occasion and 
even provided him with copies of the 
blueprints for the 8-litre model'. We 
can speculate that Townsend may 
have received information about this 
car from W.O. himself. Mr O'Neil 
now in his eighties claims that this 

Bentley was his finest car. Apparently 
over forty years ago he was on a rally 
in New Zealand driving his 4½ Litre 
Bentley when an Englishman flew 
past in a Speed Six. The rally was 
over five days duration and each 
evening the competitors would meet 
at their hotel and he got to know 
the owner of the Speed Six and was 
taken for a drive in it. 'I was sold 
immediately' he said, 'I had to have 
one'. O'Neill was then recommended 
to Tony Townsend in England and 
the result is this magnificent car 
seen today. TW2703 is documented 
in 'Bentley the Vintage Years' by 
Michael Hay and in records at the 
Bentley Driver's Club, UK. 

The Speed Six is considered by 
sporting and competition car 
enthusiasts to be one of the greatest 
cars ever made particularly during 
the 'golden era' of motor racing, the 
roaring twenties. Cars with Speed Six 
specifications never appear at auction 
in Australia and rarely anywhere 
internationally. This exceptional car 
is in superb restored condition and 

FOR SALE 1987 Bentley Mulsanne S

(Chassis # SCBZS0043JCH22160). 151,400 km. 
Graphite exterior, parchment leather interior with piped 
slate. Excellent brightwork. Repainted in 2015. Has been 
fully maintained and serviced, - receipts available, always 
covered and garaged. Wonderful rally car or everyday use. 
Get in and drive anywhere! Has Flying “B” on radiator 
grill. NSW Historic registration.
Price: $44,000.00
Contact: Stephen De Bono 0400 348 838 or
stephen@viclean.com.au
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Annual Club Events

Our A.G.M was the usual 
happy and fun affair with all 

in fine spirits on the night.  It was 
attended by 33 members and their 
guests in formal attire. 

The room was resplendent in 
festive style and the Club served 
up a great fare that seemed to 
satisfy all. There was certainly no 
shortage of drinks, which flowed 
generously.

Members guests included Uwe & 
Janet Kramer (Richard Treacy), 
George Ronis (Chris Poulos), 
Keegan Cirollo, Merinda Hewat-
Cameron, Angela & Vince Borillo 
(Sal & Rita Barbagallo).

Rita Barbagallo took charge of the 
floor for fundraising auctions & 
raffles, and Janet Kramer kindly 
provided gifts for all of the ladies 
in attendance.

The General Meeting itself was a 
brief affair summarising the Club’s 
position in terms of membership, 
finances, charitable donations and 
plans for the coming year. As is 
customary, the Committee then 
retired and the floor was handed 
to Graham Lawrence, who took 
over as interim Chairman and 
supervised the election of the new 
Committee.
 

Mike Mulvihill, as the new 
Chairman elect, took the floor 
and thanked Members for their 
support and gave a brief outline 
of his vision for the year ahead. 
He then handed to floor back 
to Graham Lawrence who 
managed the announcement and 
presentation of trophies for the 
Concours winners.

All in all it was another great 
social gathering of our happy 
members.

Words by Gregory May, Image by Rita Barbagallo, 
December 2020.

Annual General Meeting & 
Christmas Dinner 

At  the  Roya l  Automobi l e  C lub  o f  Aus t ra l ia ,  
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ABOVE:  Keegan Cirollo and Cameron Blinman.  ABOVE:  Vince and Angela Borillo.

ABOVE: Rita and Salvo Barbagallo.

ABOVE:  Newly-created Fishes and Loaves trophy, Awarded 
to Rita Barbagallo.

ABOVE:  Our main courses were very-much Christmas 
focussed. 
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ABOVE: This year saw our Club Committee re-shaped,with Gregory May, after many years, moving to the position of Vice 
Chairman, with Mike Mulvihill transitioning to Chairman of our Club. 

BELOW: Antonia Stafford and Graham Lawrence, with the 
Picnic Cup.

BELOW: Garrath Will with Graham Lawrence; Garrath 
won the Modified Bentley, class 8 Award for his 1950 Mark 
VI Ute. 
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Class 5
Award: T series
Winner: Mike Mulvihill
Vehicle: 1980 T2

Class 6
Award: Mulsanne, 8, Turbo, Brooklands
Winner: Joe Quattrocchi
Vehicle: 1986 Mulsanne

Class 7
Award: Coach Built
Winner: Greg Newton
Vehicle: 1959 S1 Drophead

Class 8
Award: Modified Bentleys
Winner: Garrath Will
Vehicle: 1950  Mk V1

Class 9
Award: Modern 4 door
Winner: Keith Wherry
Vehicle: 2011 Mulsanne

Class 10
Award: Continental GT and GTC
Winner: Sam Ibrahin
Vehicle: 2016 V8S Continental GT

Special Award
Award: Fishes and Loaves
Winner: Rita Barbagallo
For: Catering to the masses

Picnic Cup
Winner: Antonia Stafford

Overall winner & Laurie O'Neil Trophy
Winner: Greg Newton
Vehicle: 1959 S1 Drophead

2020 Concours Winners 

BDC-Magazine-JAN-FEB-FINAL EDITION 14.02.2021.indd   15 14/02/2021   2:11:38 PM



16

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All units are bench tested and test run after reconditioning for a 
minimum 30 minutes to ensure reliability and quality. 

 
Blue/Pink Slip Inspections 

e: tkmotors@tkmotors.com.au 
Unit 3/40 Berrima Rd 
Moss Vale NSW 2577 

Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble – Henry Royce 

Garrath Will 
+ 61 2 4869 5009 

 
*Complete power steering repairs and reconditioned units 

*Manual steering boxes for pre-war vehicles 
*Post War steering boxes 

*Reconditioned exchange  
for SY, SZ and SL models 

(Shadow, Spirit and Arnage) 

STEERING RACKS

Providing experienced advice & guidance in all 
aspects of retail, commercial & industrial 
property.

• Leasing, selling and acquisition services.
• Highest & best use evaluations of your assets.
• Leasing & sale appraisals and marketing advice

For assistance please contact:

Gregory May  0411 723 470
greg@mayestates.com.au

www.mayestates.com.au

 
 

 
www.SpurParts.com.au 

A.B.N. 52 161 984 24 
 
 

sales@spurparts.com.au                
0452 558112 

 
We stock Bentley and Rolls Royce parts here in 

Sydney. For cars from 1946 onwards.  
 
Overnight delivery of stock items to most regions in 

Australia 
 

Contact Richard or Alison  
 

Partnering with  
 

   The right part. The right price.  No compromise.  
 

2-year warranty on new spares - all ex-Sydney 
 
Bilstein - Castrol RR363 - Genuine - 100% Replica for Discontinued Parts - 

No Substitutes 
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Bentley News 
The First New Bentley Blower for 

90 Years 
Bent l ey  Mul l iner  comple t e s  the  f i r s t  p ro to t ype 

for  the  B lower  Cont inua t ion  Ser i e s 

Words & Image by Bentley 
Media, December 2020.

After 40,000 hours of work, 
Bentley Mulliner has today 

completed the first new Bentley 
Blower in 90 years, with the delivery 
of Car Zero – the prototype car for 
the Blower Continuation Series.

This highly exclusive run of 12 
customer cars – all pre-sold - will 
be crafted from the design drawings 
and tooling jigs used for the original 
four Blowers built and raced by 
Sir Henry ‘Tim’ Birkin in the late 
1920s. Specifically, Bentley’s own 
Team Car (Chassis HB 3403, engine 
SM 3902, registration UU 5872  - 
Team Car #2) has provided the 
master model for the Continuation 
Series, with every single component 
laser-scanned as part of a wheels-up, 
sympathetic restoration.

From this data, 1,846 individual 
parts have been designed and hand-
crafted to create the new Blower. 230 
of those parts are actually assemblies 
– one of which being the engine – 
taking the total part count to several 
thousand when fixings and interior 
trim parts are included. Each of 
these parts and assemblies have been 
created by a project team of Bentley 
Mulliner engineers, craftspeople and 
technicians working together with 
a number of British specialists and 
suppliers.

Blower Car Zero is a dedicated test 
and development prototype, built 
in advance of the 12 customer cars, 
and will be subjected to months of 
durability and performance testing. 

Finished in gloss black, with an 
interior in Oxblood red leather from 
Bridge of Weir, Car Zero made its 
debut today to officially mark the 
creation of the new Bentley Motors 
campus in Crewe. Made possible by 
the closing of Pyms Lane – Bentley’s 
address since 1946 – the campus 
extends Bentley’s headquarters to a 
new expanded footprint.

Chairman and Chief Executive of 
Bentley Motors, Adrian Hallmark, 
had the honour of driving Car 
Zero down Pyms Lane to mark the 
occasion, and comments: “Today 
was a truly remarkable day, not 
just as a milestone in the Blower 
Continuation Series project but 
also for Bentley Motors. To drive 
the first new Blower in 90 years 
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was a privilege, and the quality of 
the car would make Sir Tim Birkin 
himself proud. The craftsmanship is 
exquisite, and I’m pleased to report 
that the car drives just as beautifully 
as our original Team Car.

“It was also significant that I 
could drive the new Blower down 
Pyms Lane, now part of our main 
site as we expand to create the 
new Bentley campus. Investing in 
our headquarters is vital both for 
Bentley’s future and for Crewe, and 
our new developments and buildings 
are a physical manifestation of the 
exciting future before us as we 
start our journey to become the 
world leader in sustainable luxury 
mobility.”

The Blower Continuation Series is 
the first customer-facing project 
delivered by the new Bentley Mulliner 
Classic portfolio, one of three new 
divisions of Mulliner alongside 
Coachbuilt (currently developing 

the equally-exclusive Bacalar) and 
Collections (responsible for the 
Continental GT Mulliner).

Blower Car Zero – A Project of 
Draftsmen and Craftsmen

The first step in creating Car Zero 
was an extensive analysis of the 
original design drawings and drafts 
that were referenced in the creation 
of the original Blower Team Cars, 
together with archived period 
photographs of the cars. Following a 
piece-by-piece disassembly of the #2 
Team Car owned by Bentley (likely 
the most valuable Bentley in the 
world) and an exceptionally precise 
laser scanning of the frame and its 
components, a complete digital CAD 
model of the Blower was created.

From there, a team of artisan 
specialists were recruited to start 
manufacturing the components 
that Bentley Mulliner would bring 
together to form the first Blower.

Bentley’s Director of Mulliner, 
Paul Williams, comments: “Seeing 
Car Zero come together over the 
last weeks and months has been 
astonishing. The very latest digital 
design techniques came together 
with genuine artisanal hand-crafted 
artistry – often using manufacturing 
methods true to the 1920s. It’s 
only through this fusion of old and 
new that we could craft these cars, 
with the skills of our engineers 
mirrored in those of our specialist 
suppliers. We’ve issued thousands 
of drawings and specifications for 
components, and watching them 
arrive into Mulliner and then seeing 
the car take shape has been hugely 
rewarding. Now we start the next 
phase – testing and development, 
ahead of the build of the 12 customer 
cars.” From the outset, Bentley 
Mulliner sought to engage the very 
best specialists across the country to 
create componentry for the Blower 
Continuation Series in a manner 
befitting such a project – using 
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traditional techniques passed down 
through generations.

The chassis has been created in 
heavy-gauge steel, hand-formed 
and hot riveted by the specialists at 
Israel Newton & Sons Ltd. This 200-
year old company, based near Derby, 
traditionally makes boilers for steam 
locomotives and traction engines, 
and as such has the skills to forge 
and shape metal in a traditional way.

The Vintage Car Radiator Company, 
based at Bicester Heritage, has 
crafted exact recreations of some 
of the Blower’s key components – 
including the mirror-polished, solid 
nickel silver radiator shell and the 
hand-beaten fuel tank formed in 
steel and copper. Market leaders in 
the manufacture and restoration of 
vintage car radiators and components 
to the highest possible standards of 
craftsmanship and authenticity, they 
were the perfect choice to handcraft 
these tricky and vital components.

Leaf springs and shackles have been 
made to original specifications by 
Jones Springs Ltd, a specialist in the 
West Midlands with nearly 75 years 
of experience and a history that 
started in a blacksmith’s forge.

The Blower’s iconic headlamps have 
been reborn by Vintage Headlamp 
Restoration International Ltd in 
Sheffield. This father and son 
team is world-renowned for their 
silversmithing and ability to create 
vintage-design headlamps from 
original specifications.

Meanwhile, in the bespoke Mulliner 
Trim Shop in Crewe, a new ash frame 
created by Lomax Coachbuilders 
(based in Ludlow) underwent final 
stages of carpentry with Mulliner’s 

team of experts, including the 
application of 25 meters of highly 
specialised Rexine material used 
to wrap the body. Hand-trimming 
of the body was then completed by 
Mulliner’s master craftsmen. For 
Car Zero, the gloss black bodywork 
is paired with Oxblood red Bridge 
of Weir leather and matching trim. 
As per the originals, the seats are 
stuffed with a total of 10 kilograms 
of natural horsehair.

Breathing New Life into an Iconic 
Engine

Car Zero’s brand-new 4½-litre 
engine, originally designed by W.O 
Bentley himself, has been created 
with the expert support of specialists 
including NDR Ltd in Watford. 
Featuring many innovations of 
which a sports car engine of the 
1970s would be proud – aluminium 
pistons, an overhead camshaft, four 
valves per cylinder and twin spark 
ignition – the renowned 4½-litre 
engine has been paired with a newly 
machined Amherst Villiers roots-
type supercharger. The newly created 
Blower engine is an exact recreation 
of the engines that powered Tim 
Birkin’s four Team Blowers that 
raced in the late 1920s – including the 
use of magnesium for the crankcase.

While the first engine was being 
assembled, work was also underway 
to convert an engine testbed at 
Bentley’s Crewe headquarters to 
accept the nearly 100-year-old 
engine design. The engine test 
facility has been at Bentley since 
the factory was built in 1938, and 
the cells were originally used to run-
in and power-test Merlin V12 aero 
engines produced by the factory for 
the Spitfire and Hurricane fighters of 
the Second World War.

Preparing the test bed involved 
making a replica Blower front chassis 
to hold the engine, which could 
then be mounted to the computer-
controlled engine dynamometer. A 
new software version to measure and 
control the engine was written and 
tested, allowing Bentley’s engineers 
to monitor and run the engine to 
precise parameters. As the Blower 
powertrain is considerably different 
in size and shape to Bentley’s modern 
production engines, a number of 
the original Merlin testbed fixtures 
– still in storage at Bentley - have 
been utilised to adapt the testbed to 
accommodate these special engines.

With the engine fully installed, the 
engine was put through a defined 
schedule of run-in ahead of fitment 
to the car.

 

The Next Step

With the build of Car Zero now 
complete, a programme of real-world 
durability testing will begin. Sessions 
of gradually increasing duration 
and speed will check functionality 
and robustness under ever harder 
conditions. The test programme is 
designed to achieve the equivalent 
of 35,000 kilometres of real-world 
driving across 8,000 kilometres of 
track driving, and simulates the 
undertaking of famous rallies such as 
Peking to Paris and Mille Miglia. The 
testing will also see a particularly 
brave driver taking the car to its top 
speed – with Adrian Hallmark first in 
the queue
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Bentley Sydney Heritage Program
As an official Bentley Motors dealership, Bentley Sydney offers a range of manufacturer approved  
services aimed at maintaining the power and performance of your Bentley vehicle.

We understand that earlier vehicles have different maintenance requirements to the latest technological  
models. We have acknowledged this with the introduction of our ‘Heritage’ preferred rate. This allows  
our valued customers to enjoy vehicle servicing and repairs in our factory-trained specialists workshop,  
whilst still enjoying all the benefits that our Bentley dealership can offer.

We are committed to supporting all of your Bentley needs and pride ourselves with an outstanding  
and personalised service.

Enquire today to find out more about how you can enjoy the benefits of our  
Heritage Program for vehicles six years or older.

Bentley Sydney Service 
(02) 7202 6311 
advisors@bespokesydney.com.au

The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B’ in wings device are registered trademarks.  © 2020 Bentley Motors Limited. D/L MVRL52301

BENTLEY SYDNEY: 67 O’Riordan Street, Alexandria NSW 2015 - (02) 7202 6311 - Sydney.Bentleymotors.com
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